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I hope you’ll enjoy our new format for the Back Bay Beta. We’ve revamped 
our alumni communications to bring you more alumni news and to 
facilitate keeping in touch with your Beta brothers.

Changes in Alumni Communications
Behind all these changes is a switch in our alumni communications partner. 
After decades of working with Stewart Howe (acquired several times and 
most recently part of Elevate), we have switched to Pennington & Company 
(www.penningtonco.com). We worked with Pennington on our successful 
Centennial Campaign to raise money to renovate our facilities. That gave 
us the confidence to switch to Pennington for our alumni communications 
program and to take advantage of the new ideas and perspective they 
bring. You’ll also notice that our mailing address for contributions and 
news submissions has moved to Lawrence, Kan., where Pennington is 
headquartered. And, of course, I am always available by email if you have 
any questions.

Spotlighting Beta Upsilon Alumni
The first change is the new format of the Back Bay Beta. While continuing to 
keep you updated on what is happening in the Chapter, we will be putting 
more of an emphasis on alumni news, including an alumni spotlight each 
issue. Make sure to check out our inaugural spotlight on Paul Rothman 
’80 on page 2. I still have “fond memories” of Paul reminding me that I was 
a pledge back in 1979. Please submit your news to us to include in these 
newsletters, as well as suggestions for alumni you’d like to see spotlighted 
in future issues.

Visit Our New Website, www.beta-mit.org
Also, we have revamped our alumni website at www.beta-mit.org. On the 
site, you’ll find more photos than ever before and updated news. Please also 
feel free to send me photos for inclusion on the site as we’d like to add both 
historical photos as well as more recent photos of alumni gatherings. We 
plan to continue to add more capabilities to our site and would welcome 
volunteers who are interested in helping plan those updates. On the website, 
you can also find a page of lost Brothers who we do not have good contact 
information for. Please help us by supplying some contact information for 
them if you happen to have it. You’ll help us all stay connected.

Opt-In to Stay in Touch
In addition, we will soon be relaunching some alumni email aliases that 
will allow us to communicate with each other. These opt-in email lists 
will let us share information informally, either just announcements or, if 
you prefer, more unfiltered communications. Some of you will remember 
these from the betaupsilon.org domain. I’ve been working with Christian 
Hamer ’94 to restart these lists. We will create two email aliases, both on an 

Welcome to the New 
Back Bay Beta!

Alumni during the annual Tech reunion where we congratulated our newest 
Red Coats on their 50th reunion. Those in attendance were: Eric De Jong ’67, 

Lampros Fatsis ’77, Keith Glick ’62, Richard Horttor ’62, Stephen Schroeder ’67, 
Alfred Wechsler ’55, George Wheeler ’67, Mead Wyman ’62, and Andrew Yip ’02.

opt-in basis. The first, alumni@betaupsilon.org, will be used for unfiltered 
communications between our alumni. You will need to be a member of the 
group to post, and Christian and I will monitor this. The second, alumni-
quiet@betaupsilon.org, will be an opt-in list used only for announcements 
and other important information. Again, you will need to be a member of 
the list to post to it. You will soon receive an email giving you the opportunity 
to opt-in to one or both lists. If you prefer not to receive email from either 
list, you can ignore the email invitation. If these lists are successful, we 
will look to implement other forms of communication, including pledge 
class lists, etc. Please make sure you keep us updated with your contact 
information so we can stay in touch with you!

Thanks to all of you for your support of Beta Upsilon. Without your 
financial and volunteer support, we couldn’t keep the Beta spirit going and 
ensure that today’s undergraduates get the same opportunity we had to 
build lifelong friendships. We are always looking for more volunteers, from 
any geography, starting with opportunities that could just take a few hours 
a year. Working with today’s undergraduates is very satisfying, and you’ll 
reinforce to them the value of the Beta connection.

I welcome your feedback and suggestions and look forward to seeing you at 
our 105th anniversary celebration on April 27-29, 2018, in Boston.

Yours in ___kai___,
Mike Feinstein ’82
President, Beta Upsilon Association
mike_feinstein@yahoo.com
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Beta Upsilon’s 100th anniver-
sary celebration in October 
of 2013 was a huge success, 

attended by nearly 200 alumni, un-
dergraduate Brothers, and guests. 
Everyone enjoyed that long weekend 
of fellowship and reconnection, so 
we agreed to have another anniver-
sary weekend to commemorate the 
105th anniversary of our Chapter’s 
founding. Amazingly, five years have 
already passed and we are planning 
our 105th anniversary weekend for 
April 27-29, 2018, in Boston. 

The weekend schedule will be sim-
ilar to our 100th anniversary. There 
will be a reception and house tours 
at 119 Bay State Road on Friday af-
ternoon followed by group dinners 
organized around class years/eras. 
Saturday will be free for socializ-
ing, tours of Boston and MIT, and 
a Euchre tournament. We will have 

a gala dinner on Saturday night for 
all Betas and guests. The weekend 
will conclude Sunday morning with 
a brunch hosted by the undergrad-
uates at the Beta house.

Volunteers John O’Leary ’84 and 
Ken Shine ’85 are already leading 
on the gala dinner and the registra-
tion system. We need some addi-
tional help with organizing the hotel 
arrangements and with commu-
nications. It is not a big time com-
mitment, so if you would be able 
to help organize the celebration, 
please email me. We’ll be commu-
nicating more details in the coming 
months and letting you know how 
to register. I look forward to seeing 
many of you in Boston next April!

Yours in ___kai___,
Ken Bryan ’88
kenbryan05@gmail.com

Looking back on his fraternity experience, Paul Rothman ’80 can still 
imagine himself sitting on the front porch with cold beer in hand, 
watching his fraternity brothers play foursquare. For someone who 

came to MIT with no exposure to Greek life before-
hand, Paul found himself at home in Beta Upsilon. “I 
loved being a Beta,” he said. “It was a great place to live, 
and I really enjoyed the people I went to college with 
and pledged with.”

After graduating from MIT, Paul continued his edu-
cation at Yale. He earned his medical degree in 1984, 
along with a place in the prestigious Alpha Omega 
Alpha Honor Medical Society. He then completed his 
residency and rheumatology fellowship at Columbia 
University before joining the Columbia University Col-
lege of Physicians and Surgeons faculty in 1990. Paul 
stayed at Columbia for 20 years and rose to become the 
Richard J. Stock Professor of Medicine and Microbiol-
ogy and chief of the Pulmonary, Allergy, and Critical 
Care division. 

In 2004, Paul accepted a position as head of Internal Medicine at the Uni-
versity of Iowa in the Carver College of Medicine. Four years later, he was 
named dean. In July 2012, he became the 14th dean of the Johns Hopkins 
University School of Medicine and the second CEO of Johns Hopkins Med-
icine. Although his list of accomplishments and honors is extensive, he can 

PAUL ROTHMAN ’80 
Leads the Way as CEO of Johns Hopkins Medicine

pinpoint three highlights in his life: “One, I married another physician, 
Frances Meyer, and raised three great children, Alissa, Daniel, and Eric. 
Two, I ran a large research lab for 20-plus years that helped illuminate mo-

lecular aspects of cancer and allergies, and these find-
ings over the years have helped people all over. Three, I 
was asked to take leadership roles in great organizations 
where I’m able to support and develop the next genera-
tion of leaders in academic medicine.”

At Johns Hopkins, Paul gets to work with outstanding 
faculty whom he describes as “unbelievably talented in-
novators.” At one of the nation’s premier centers for ac-
ademic medicine, Paul and his colleagues cut through 
barriers, always searching for new treatments and a 
better understanding of human biology. Additionally, 
Paul has been able to help shape policy in the U.S. and 
is proud of his institution’s international presence and 
global impact. Early skills Paul learned as a rush chair 
have come into play during his professional career. He 
advises current undergraduates to outwork their peers, 

hold true to their values, never take themselves too seriously, and if they 
get the opportunity to become leaders, to use that role to help those around 
them succeed.  

Paul lives in Baltimore, Md., and can be reached at prothma1@jhmi.edu.

ANNEX RENOVATION
105th Anniversary Celebration, 

April 27-29, 2018
We Hope to See You There

The mechanical and 
electrical shop in the 

basement.

New walls and door-
ways were constructed 

to improve egress.

The entryway stairs 
were rebuilt.

Each bedroom was 
refinished.

All bathrooms were 
renovated in the 

Annex.

The kitchenette was 
expanded and updated.
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The past few months have been full of sur-
prises. At the end of last semester, we raised 
over $1,500 for the Greater Boston Food 

Bank for our inaugural Beta Theta Pi Cookie 
Night philanthropy. Shoutout to our advisors 
and alumni, as well, for pitching in their sup-
port and helping us shatter our goal of providing 
4,500 meals for adults, children, seniors, and vet-
erans in our local community.

We were also awarded the FSILG Honor Roll 
for surpassing the FSILG average spring GPA, 
hitting a record 4.53 GPA—our highest average 
since recolonization in 2012. This achievement is 
a true testament to all the hard work everyone 
has put into their coursework. Straight 5.0s were 
not atypical this time around.

I attended my first convention, the 178th in Salt 
Lake City, joining Mike Feinstein ’82 for a week-
end of celebration, education, and conducting 
the business of the fraternity. Our colony won the 
2017 Charles Henry Hardin Leadership Develop-
ment Award for the record number of Brothers 
who we sent to all of Beta’s leadership programs 
this year, including a record six to Wooden Insti-
tute and eight to Keystone Conference. 

Beta Upsilon Shatters Records
Undergraduate Brothers Continue 
Excellent Performance All-Around

Left: Kevin Shum ’19, Luke Hartnett ’20, and 
Taylor Craig ’18 presented a $1,503 check to the 
Greater Boston Food Bank. Money was raised 
through an event last spring where brothers sold 
Insomnia cookies across campus.

A few weeks before recruitment, I opened an un-
expected package to find a Beta Upsilon flag sto-
len in 1952, forgotten, and returned 65 years lat-
er. Now, it’s proudly back home where it belongs 
at 119 Bay State Road. This fall, we had our most 
successful recruitment since recolonization, 
shattering yet another record. We welcomed a 
class of 15 new members, 50 percent larger than 
our previous record of 10 with my pledge class 
back in 2015. With the guidance of our alumni 
and growing advisory team and the dedication 
and determination put forth by the entire colo-
ny, we’ve nearly doubled our size to a record 33 
members. We’re beyond excited to bring our new 
class into our brotherhood and to surpass 1200 
in our Beta Upsilon roll book. As we approach 
initiation, our VP member education will be 
working closely with the new pledges through 
a revamped curriculum centered on Beta values 
and brotherhood bonding.

We have a lot in store for the semester, from a re-
treat in New Hampshire over a four-day weekend 
to a formal banquet, from mixers with sororities 
and the Northeastern and WPI chapters, to host-
ing new community service and alumni events 
later in the term. As we approach our 105th anni-
versary, I’m thrilled to continue to work with the 
colony and guide us toward rechartering within 
the next two conventions. We can’t wait to show 
you all the great work we’ve accomplished in the 
past year. In the meantime, check out our newly 
revamped website, www.beta.mit.edu, and follow 
our Facebook page for our latest updates. Proud 
to be a Beta, and see you all at the 105th!

Yours in ___kai___,
Kevin Shum ’19
President

Senior brothers were gifted swords with their 
names and Beta Theta Pi engraved on them.

New Member 
Spotlight: 

Nico Salinas

Nico is a freshman from Pasadena, 
Calif., the Southern California town 
famous for the annual Rose Bowl 

Parade. When he wasn’t walking in the pa-
rade, Nico attend-
ed an all-boys 
Catholic school. 
There, he worked 
for the newspaper 
and served as edi-
tor-in-chief his se-
nior year. He also 
founded and led 
the Association of Latin American Students 
there and threw shot put for two years on 
the track and field team. Nico was also very 
involved in community service, an activi-
ty which will undoubtedly continue during 
his time in Beta. He participated in 12 Baja 
Builds trips with his dad, traveling to Mexico 
to build houses for the less fortunate. He also 
was an avid skier and has even skied in San-
tiago, Chile.

Growing up, Nico developed a strong interest 
in robotics, which led him to apply to MIT. 
During high school, he took a Java and ro-
botics course at Stanford, which introduced 
him to coding. He’s been hooked ever since. 
He spent a summer at UCLA in a research in-
ternship working on data sent between wire-
less devices and took AP Computer Science, 
which introduced him to the electronics side 
of EECS. With this background, he plans to 
major in course 6-2 at MIT and hopes to work 
on autonomous vehicles at Tesla or Google in 
the future. He also wants to work a UROP in 
an artificial intelligence lab.

Nico has three brothers (two sets of twins) 
and is looking forward to building a close, 
family network in Beta. He first met the 
brothers during orientation playing Sardines, 
a game similar to hide-and-seek, and decided 
to come to Beta during recruitment. While he 
initially wasn’t planning on joining a frater-
nity, Nico felt welcomed into the Beta house 
since day one. He’s now excited to join the 
brotherhood. 

Written by Jonathan Zdasiuk ’17
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Attention: This newsletter is intended for Beta Upsilon Chapter of Beta Theta Pi alumni and parents. 
If your son is still attending MIT, he will receive a copy at the chapter house. 

If he has graduated, please send us his permanent address to update our records. Thank you.

2017 Recruitment Review

The Beta Upsilon colony of Beta Theta Pi is proud to announce our largest recruitment class 
since the recolonization in 2012. A class of 15 pledges puts the colony on a solid track toward 
rechartering, and is a large step forward in the last area needing improvement: recruitment. 

We were proud to induct the following young men on September 17 as pledges of Beta Theta Pi:
 

Chapter Eternal
William “Jim” H. Austin Jr. ’58 entered Chap-
ter Eternal on July 28 at the age of 80. He was a 
loving father and grandfather, Air Force veteran, 
and retired civil servant. Jim studied aeronauti-
cal engineering at MIT and was an engineer at 
Wright Patterson Air Force Base for 37 years 
where he was the chief designer of the F15 fighter 
jet. He lived in Rome, Ga.

Alumni Update
Donn W. Barber ’42 and Paul Sommer ’42 are 
the only living members of their pledge class. 
Paul’s health is poor, and Donn does his best to 
keep in touch with him. Donn lives in a retire-
ment community and is still able to drive his car. 
E-mail: evdoba@aol.com

Arthur A. Wasserman ’51 completed a full rough 
draft of his life memoir in November 2016. In 
1988, and again in 2016, Art suffered from heart 
attacks, but has since recovered and was even able 
to provide his seventh vocal recital at St. John’s in 
mid-August 2016. On December 2, Art turns 90 
years old and says, “I don’t know how that hap-
pened when I wasn’t looking.” He lives in Milwau-
kee, Wis. E-mail: aawasserman@att.net

Robert C. Brigham ’56 is no longer running 
half marathons but can still run up to six miles 
at a time. Bob retired as professor emeritus of 
mathematics at the University of Central Flori-
da in 2004, but continues to do some research. 
He also has been writing mysteries and encour-
ages Brothers to visit his website, www.robert-
brigham-books.com. Bob and Patricia live in 
Orlando, Fla. E-mail: bringham@cs.ucf.edu

William G. Roeseler ’65 got together with Mead 
Wyman ’62, Greg Brown ’62, and their wives for 
a boat ride around Lake Washington in Greg’s 
boat. “We sang some Beta songs and remembered 
life at 119 Bay Street Road.” Billy lives in Kirkland, 
Wash. E-mail: kiteboardbilly@gmail.com

Peter J. Bowers ’69 and his wife, Sarah, spend half 
of the year in Cape Neddick, Maine, and the other 
half in Italy. Peter retired in 2005 and has three 
grown children. E-mail: autumnbrk@aol.com

Gary L. Gibian ’71 is easing toward retirement 
and works 20 hours a week now. With more time 
on his hands, Gary spends his days playing in-
struments, working in the yard, and spending 
time with his wife. The couple lives in Potomac, 
Md. E-mail: gary.gibian@gmail.com

N. Carter Noble, M.D. ’72 is enjoying the gen-
tler pace of life after medicine, focusing on rela-
tionships with his loving wife of 42 years, family, 
and friends. Carter and Carol are trying to model 
kindness and gratitude in a world that seems ever 
more angry and self-absorbed. The couple lives in 
Appleton, Wis. E-mail: carnoble@hotmail.com

Parker Bass • Rogersville, Mo.
Colin Chaney • Orlando, Fla.
Lantian Chen • Changsha Hunan, China
Alex Craig • Ellicott City, Md.
Jacob Edison • Chiefland, Fla.
Ki Fredeen • Anchorage, Alaska
Kai Masterson • Westerly, R.I.
Ivan Mosqueda • Charlottesville, Va.

Erik Porter • Naples, Maine
Nicholas Salinas • Pasadena, Calif.
Tyler Schoulte • Cedar Rapids, Iowa
Swochchhanda Shrestha • Greenacres, Fla.
Michael Teodros • Richmond, R.I.
Carlos Trevino • Mexico City, Mexico
Josh Verdeo • Bronx, N.Y.  

On September 17, 
15 new members were in-
ducted into Beta Upsilon.

Follow Us Online
Website: www.beta-mit.org
Facebook: betamit


