
As the summer is winding down, I am still enjoying my fond mem-
ories of our 105th anniversary celebration in April, just after our 
last newsletter was published. Thanks again to Ken Bryan ’88, 

Ken Shine ’85, John O’Leary ’84, Andy Levy ’84, and Alan Laves ’82 for 
organizing the weekend and helping ensure a great turnout. We had more 
than 100 alumni, undergraduates, and guests attend the weekend, from the 
class of 1974 to the class of 2021.

After an informal reception at the Chapter House, dinners were organized 
for Friday night by pledge class eras, and I was thrilled to go with a large 
group to Boston Beer Works. We had Betas from the class of 1980 (Steve 
Adams, John Kerins, Bob Melvin), 1981 (John Zayhowski), and many 
members of my pledge class of 1979, who mostly graduated in 1983 (Jim 
Danna, Seth Davis, Dave Eisen, Pat Fowler, Bob Labarre, Craig Rich-
ards, Steve Silberberg, Pete Van Voast), as well as some guests. It was a 
great chance to reconnect and share some stories, as well as for me to see 
some Brothers I hadn’t seen since graduation.

The 105th also featured a Euchre tournament. As 
Ken Bryan recalls: Late Saturday morning, April 
28, 17 Betas gathered in the back room of Uno’s 
in Kenmore Square for an “unsanctioned” Euchre 
mini-tournament. (Euchre is a “tricks and trump” 
style card game popular in the Midwest that was 
often played in the Beta house at 119 Bay State 
Road in the 1980s and 1990s). Partners were cho-
sen by lottery, resulting in the clever team names 
of “Chessty” (Bill Chesterson ’82 and Andy 
Chess ’86), “Springoberg” (John Springsteen ’91 
and Steve Silberberg ’83), “Three-Headed Mon-
ster” (Ken Chay ’91, Ken Shine ’85, and Tony 
Dipesa ’86), and “Cheaters” (Bob Struble ’85 and 
me). Each team played every other team in spirit-
ed competition with full rations of color commen-
tary. After several hours, the flying cards settled 
and Euchre veterans Bob Ramstad ’90 and Kee 
Wee ’89 (three trophies each) had the best record 
(5-2) and were crowned the champions of the Beta 
Upsilon 105th anniversary Euchre tournament, 
with all the ancient rights and privileges to which 
they are thereby entitled. If you are a Euchre fan 
or if you fancy a great Beta reunion experience, 
you should consider joining the 24th annual Ron-
ald Abarquez Beta Upsilon of Beta Theta Pi Eu-
chre Tournament of Champions and Thrill Show 
Spectacular this autumn in New Orleans (Novem-
ber 1-4). Please contact Alan “Tex” Laves ’82 at 
alaves@akingump.com for more details.
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Great Time at the 105th!

The Saturday banquet was the main event, held at 
the MIT Museum. This was a great venue, and ev-
eryone enjoyed the fine food and drink. This event 
brought everyone together, including many of the 
undergraduates, who got to really understand the 
Beta Upsilon spirit. We were happy to welcome 
Regional Chief Martin Lewison, Columbia ’88, 
who represented the General Fraternity. In addi-
tion to an update on the Chapter from President 
Michael Castillo ’19, we recognized Ken Bryan 
for his outstanding organization and leadership of 
the whole weekend with a Beta cheer.

As always, many alumni expressed a desire to do 
this again soon. We are planning another celebra-
tion weekend for our 110th, in 2023. We want to 
make that event something that everyone enjoys, so 
please send me any comments or suggestions you 
have that can make our celebrations even better.

If you didn’t make it to the 105th, I hope you can 
make it to the 110th. Or, let me know when your 
travels bring to you Boston, so I can meet you at 
119 Bay State Road and show you around today’s 
Chapter House. Hoping to hear from you soon.

Yours in __kai__,
Mike Feinstein ’82 
President, Beta Upsilon Association
mike_feinstein@yahoo.com

Colin Chaney ’21, Will Fox ’20, Luke Hartnett ’20, Kollin Wasserlein ’19, 
Michael Castillo ’19, Chris Briere ’19, and Taylor Craig ’18.

Lei Tung ’86, Taylor Craig ’18, Dave Kramer ’88, 
Ken Bryan ’88, Bob Ramstad ’90, Guest, Chris 

Briere ’19, Bob Struble ’85, Dave Lineman ’85, Matt 
Denesuk ’87, Kee Wee ’89, and John Springsteen ’91.

Mike Lopez ’83, Bob Struble ’85, 
and Darnell Kemp ’01.
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Albert O. Wilson Jr. ’38
Donn W. Barber ’42
Lewis K. Johnson ’43
John C. Kern ’50
Herbert B. Voelcker ’51
Arthur A. Wasserman ’51
Frederick W. Weitz ’51
Louis J. Lee ’52
Gene T. McCoy ’53
Robert F. Law ’54
John T. Sutton ’55
Alfred E. Wechsler ’55
R. G. Black ’56
Robert C. Brigham ’56
Ward D. Halverson ’56
Robert L. Malster ’56
Lawrence R. Hoover ’57
Robert E. Kersey ’57
William H. Austin Jr. ’58
Edwin C. Bell ’58
Samuel R. Fryer Jr. ’59

Stephen J. Yeretsky ’59
Allan J. MacLaren ’60
Richard H. Oeler ’60
Gary W. Bickel ’61
Philip J. Robinson ’61
Alexander G. Ross ’61
James S. Draper ’62
Richard L. Horttor ’62
Kent L. Groninger ’63
Richard M. Harris ’63
Leslie M. Boring Jr. ’64
Jon E. Burkhardt ’64
Richard A. Carpenter ’64
Michael J. Monsler ’64
William G. Roeseler ’65
William T. Stewart ’69
Bruce A. Lautenschlager ’70 
Gary L. Gibian ’71 
Jeffrey C. Murray ’71
William H. Preece Jr. ’71
Wilford D. Gardner ’72 

Daniel J. Nadler ’72
Norman E. Johnson ’73
Robert J. Tronnier ’73
Paul J. Shapiro ’74
Stanley J. Shursky ’74 
Simeon Chow, Ph.D. ’77
Lampros M. Fatsis ’77
Robert T. Wargo ’77
Jerry L. Cole ’78
Robert D. Knecht ’78
Thomas A. Hauer ’79
Roger W. Lacy ’79
Paul B. Rothman ’80
Michael G. Feinstein ’82
David A. Krall ’82
Alan L. Laves ’82
Seth M. Davis ’83
John R. Chisholm ’84 
Richard C. Steines ’84
Michael E. Flanagan ’85
Sang Hoon Han ’85

Dimitri N. Kazarinoff ’85
Kenneth J. Shine ’85 
Robert J. Struble ’85
Martin J. St. George ’86 
Alexander A. Romeo ’86
Lei H. Tung ’86
Kendall R. Bryan ’88
Michael P. McGovern ’89
James S. Cureton ’90
Daniel Moriarty ’90
John E. Sell ’91
Godard K. Abel ’93
Frank J. Leibly III ’93
Christian D. Hamer ’94
Andrew Mutch III ’98
Chetak Reshamwala ’01
Ryan P. Luersen ’09

BETA BROTHERS MAKE A DIFFERENCE

T hank you to the following Beta Upsilon brothers who have contributed to the Chapter in recent years. They have shown their appreciation by 
supporting the future of Beta Theta Pi at MIT. The success of Beta Upsilon is directly attributed to the generous support it is receiving. Those who 
donated in 2016-18 are listed below. If an error has been made in recording your name, we sincerely apologize. If corrections to your giving record 

are needed, please contact the campaign coordinator at (785) 843-1661. Thank you, again, for your loyal support.

Add your name to our list of contributors by returning the return envelope inserted in this newsletter or donating online at 
https://contributions.omegafi.com/contributions/product/1520-beta-theta-pi-beta-upsilon.

Join Our List of Loyal Donors Today

Venturing through the doors beneath the 
bold, red MARKETVIEW LIQUOR sign, 
you’ll be bombarded with a multitude of 

selections. Amongst the shelves of the Rochester, 
N.Y., liquor store sits an intriguing bottle of golden liquor: Tambour Origi-
nal. Only stocked in a handful of locations throughout the U.S., having this 
African spirit available for sale in his hometown is quite the feat for creator 
of Tambour Original, Jake Muhleman ’08. “When we sold our first bottle 
in the U.S. that was a big moment,” he said. “Then we started selling in the 
largest liquor store in my hometown and it was very cool to be able to share 
my liquor with friends I grew up with in Rochester.”

As the days and weeks progress, Jake’s product is being placed in more 
stores throughout the East Coast. Although there are countless complexi-
ties working in a developing country and with importing/exporting regula-
tions between countries, for Jake, the higher the risk, the higher the reward. 
The reward? A growing inventory in the U.S. and winning the 2015 silver 
medal at The San Francisco World Spirits Competition, the largest, most in-
fluential international spirits competition in America. “I’ve always wanted 
to start a business,” he said. “On a personal level, I’m allergic to hops, and 

had a general interest in this field for a while. I get to combine my engineer-
ing and business backgrounds.”

The idea behind the craft came after Jake was connected to Africa through 
his business partner and former UCLA sailing teammate, who was part of 
the Peace Corps. As his partner was finishing up his service as Jake com-
pleted his MBA, they decided to start the company together in 2012. “I re-
ally thought the palm liquor in Africa was interesting and deserved a place 
in the world market,” Jake said. “Now, we’re based in West Africa and selling 
locally and regionally.”

What makes Tambour Original so special? It takes Sodabi (the traditional 
drink in West Africa) to a whole new level. Tambour Original is a finely 
crafted palm liquor from the coastline of Benin, West Africa, that is twice-
distilled and infused with a blend of 14 tropical flavors and spices. The liquor 
is currently on shelves in New York, Washington, D.C., and Maryland, and 
a D.C. retailer will ship to 40 different states. If you’d like to learn more 
about the history of Sodabi, where Tambour Original is sold, and discover 
cocktails the liquor pairs nicely with, visit www.tambour-original.com. 

Born in Africa, Celebrated in the U.S.
Alumnus Brings African-crafted Liquor to the States
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The MIT Chapter of Beta Theta Pi has 
continued to strive for excellence and 
the members are starting to celebrate the 

health of the Chapter. The Chapter’s officers laid 
out their goals for the spring and fall semester 
during the Keystone Conference in February 
and have rallied support within the Chapter to 
achieve their goals. The main goals focused on 
improving the first-year experience for new 
members, brotherhood, philanthropy, and re-
cruitment efforts. These goals have produced 
the strongest fraternity since recolonization. The 
Chapter hopes to keep up the momentum to 
charter at the 180th convention in Oxford, Ohio. 

From Ideas to Implementation 
We have spent a considerable amount of time and 
effort tailoring the pledge program for the first 
year students to maximize their Beta experience 
early on and create more passionate members 
in the future. The largest and most noticeable 
change is the shift from talking about the values 
to demonstrating the values. Why talk about the 
importance of cooperation when we can have 
the pledges work together to plan a retreat for 
themselves? The difference is a product that is 
tangible; something the pledges can experience 
first-hand and learn the characteristics that make 
up an MIT Beta. The second large change is the 
focus on education outside Beta’s history. We 
have small lessons set up for all members of the 
Chapter that teach lessons relevant to a college 
student including: how to write a resume, how to 
use a machine shop tool, how to navigate career 
fair, etc. These skills, albeit small, are important 
for college students to master.  

Beta Recruits 13
The Chapter spent time developing the pledge 
program with the expectation of a large pledge class 
in the fall. Thanks to the tremendous effort from 
our recruitment chairmen, Julian Gomez ’20 and 

OFFICERS SET CHAPTER GOALS
Brothers Strive to Exceed Expectations

Tyler Schoulte ’21, we obtained a pledge class of 13 
members. With the addition of our new members, 
our Chapter has grown to 37 members, more than 
double the number of members we had entering 
recruitment last fall. All of the current brothers are 
confident that the pledges will grow into strong 
leaders who will positively shape the communities 
inside and outside of Beta. 

Thousands Raised for Philanthropies
In the spring semester, the Chapter was able to 
participate in a few sororities’ philanthropies. In 
Pi Beta Phi’s Ransom for Reading, Beta raised 
money to support children’s literacy. In Kappa 
Alpha Theta’s Grill Off, Beta placed third, rais-
ing money to support ALS. In Alpha Phi’s Heart-
throb, Beta placed fifth, raising money for wom-
en’s heart health. All of these efforts helped raise 
around $3,000 for various causes. The Chapter 
now has its sights set on hosting its own philan-
thropy this fall, as well as partnering with offices 
on campus to perform community service. 

Spirit of Friendship
The 105th reunion was held in the spring. It was 
an excellent opportunity for active brothers to 
learn about the rich heritage of the Chapter and 
for alumni to reconnect. Alumni observed how 
the house and the culture has changed over the 
years. However, the Beta spirit of friendship re-
mained constant across the multiple generations 
present at the reunion. The reunion gave the ac-
tive brothers a lot of motivation to continue on 
the Chapter’s current trajectory. Many brothers 
are dedicated to not only making Beta a home, 
but a transformative experience for college men.

Yours in __ kai __,
Michael Castillo ’19 
Beta Upsilon Chapter President

Johan Cervantes ’21
Norwalk, Calif.

Brad Chavero-Correa ’22
Redbank, N.J.

Ethan Garza ’21
Lewisburg, Penn.

Brian Hoh ’22
Chula Vista, Calif.

Luis Hong Sanchez ’20
Cambridge, Mass.

Christopher Kiel ’22
Whitehouse Station, N.J.

Max Kwon ’22
San Jose, Calif.

Kyle Markland ’22
Miller Place, N.Y. 

Joshua Mitchell ’22
Flagg Spring, Ky.

Jonathan Sandlin ’22
Brownsville, Texas

Samuel Sesena’22
Phoenix, Ariz.

Jon Stenger ’22
Wilmington, N.C.

Aniekan Umoren ’22
Ontario, Canada

Beta’s Newest Brothers

Summer Wooden participants.

Brothers with recently inducted pledges.

The second day of fall recruitment.
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Chapter Eternal
Paul W. Sommer ’42 entered Chapter Eternal 
this year after suffering from poor health for sev-
eral years.

C. M. Adams Jr. ’49 entered Chapter Eternal on 
September 14, 2017.

Warren H. Goodnow ’61 entered Chapter Eter-
nal on February 22 at the age of 80 in Palo Alto, 
Calif., after a long and courageous battle with 
cancer. He passed peacefully at home, surround-
ed by his loving family. Warren graduated from 
MIT with a degree in materials science and engi-
neering. He played on the MIT baseball team for 
four years and was team captain his junior and 
senior years. Despite offers from MLB teams, 
Warren married his college sweetheart, Judith, 
and took a job in the Ice Lab at MIT. In 1965, the 
family (which included two daughters) moved 
to Stanford University, when Warren earned 
his master’s and doctorate in metallurgy. While 
at Stanford, Warren and Judy welcomed their 
third child, a son. After graduation, he began 
his career at Kaiser Aluminum and the family 
made their home in Palo Alto. At the age of 50, 
after playing with various softball leagues, War-
ren joined the Redwood City Softball League 
and began 25 years of senior softball. In 1989, 
the team won the Senior Softball World Series 
in North Carolina. During retirement, Warren 
and Judy enjoyed annual hiking trips in Europe 
and vacations to their favorite locations. He 
was a long-time tutor in math and taught math 
through Global Volunteers in Ghana. Warren is 
survived by his wife of 58 years and their chil-
dren, Sandy, Linda, and Mark.

Christopher J. Morgen ’87 entered Chapter Eter-
nal on August 2 after suffering from a heart attack. 
He was a loving father to Julian and Lydia and 
worked for 31 years at GE Transportation. Most 
recently, he worked for GE as a manager for the re-
liability CoE Solutions Management group. Chris 
touched nearly every aspect of GE Transportation 
and has friends and colleagues around the globe.

Eric D. Mudama ’96 entered Chapter Eternal 
on February 16 from a heart attack. Eric adored 
his nieces and nephews and was loved by many 
family members, friends, and coworkers around 
the world. He was inquisitive from a young 
age—loving to build things, solve problems, and 
pretend he was flying. His dream of flying came 
true last year when he received his private pilot’s 
license. Eric was accomplished in his career and 
loved for his goofy sense of humor. He and his 
wife, Monique, built a life together in Colorado 
with their dogs.

James B. Williams II ’00 entered Chapter Eter-
nal on February 9.

Herbert B. Voelcker ’51 says his knee and pace-
maker are working fine and he continues to do 
some teaching at Cornell. He lives in Ithaca, N.Y. 
E-mail: hbu1@cornell.edu

Arthur A. Wasserman ’51 exchanged life sto-
ries with Brother Fred Weitz ’51 and found out 
he’s living in a retirement community similar to 
the facilities Fred’s company pioneered in ear-

lier years. Art lives in Milwaukee, Wis. E-mail: 
aawasserman@att.net

Allan J. MacLaren ’60 has a granddaughter 
who recently graduated from the University 
of Chicago and a grandson from Washington 
University. Al lives in San Jose, Calif. E-mail: 
mdnmaclaren@aol.com

ALUMNI UPDATE

Alumni News

Follow Us Online
Website: www.beta-mit.org
Facebook: betamit


