
Fall seems to come quickly in New England. Hot summer days were 
just here, and now it is brisk in the morning. You have to remember to 
bring your jacket when you go out. And if you forget, you walk a little 

faster to keep warm. Time passes slowly in the summer, but the pace picks 
up once we get to the fall. We’re back to work at full speed. School has 
begun. Planning for holidays, travel, finishing up projects for year-end, 
and planning for next year are all underway. 

It’s a hectic time for the Chapter too. They go from 0 to 60 mph with the 
advent of work week, recruitment, and the start of classes. The Chapter 
worked hard during recruitment, but they didn’t get as many new 
members as they were hoping for. The new class is full of great young 
men, but we need larger numbers to get back to a full-size Chapter. So, on 
top of normal activities, the Chapter will continue to build relationships 
with unaffiliated men and plan on a spring recruitment to make up some 
of the numbers.

Dealing with setbacks and challenges, including making plans to 
overcome them and motivating the Chapter to do the extra work, is part 
of the learning experience at Beta House. The Chapter’s leaders don’t have 
the luxury of slacking off. Instead, they are seeking advice from the House 
Corporation Board and Advisory Team on how to best achieve their goals. 
We’ve won recent awards such as Chapter of the Year at MIT and the Knox 
Award for the highest level of Chapter achievement from the General 
Fraternity. However, there is also 25% turnover in the Chapter every year, 
making it impossible to rest on our laurels. I have complete confidence 
that we will continue to build our numbers and maintain our Chapter’s 
excellence.

There is some renewal on the House Corporation Board as well. We have 
two new members, Colin Chaney ’21 and Zach Rolfness ’22. It’s great to 
have new ideas and energy among our ranks. We hope to come up with 
ways for increased alumni engagement with the Chapter through “micro-
opportunities” to participate in one event (even virtually) or mentoring 
session with a Chapter member.

We welcome more alumni to get involved. If you have an interest, 
including in a micro-opportunity as mentioned above, let me know. 
Thanks, as always, for your continued support.

Yours in _kai_,
Mike Feinstein ’82
House Corporation President
mike_feinstein@yahoo.com

A college campus offers new social 
opportunities to young men, especially 
those who seek brotherhood in a 

fraternity. Chris knew exactly the kind of social 
experience he wanted at MIT, breaking out of 
his introverted shell and finding the fraternity 
that was right for him.

“Looking around, talking to people… I felt 
like the guys at Beta most reflected the kind 
of person I wanted to be,” Chris said. He and 
his Brothers studied hard in college, but they 
always made time for each other. “There’s this 
underlying feeling of being able to barge into 
someone’s room and say, ‘You’re not doing 
homework tonight,’” he recalled. The Brothers 
would occasionally hop in the car and make 

the 45-minute trek to the nearest Chick-fil-A, 
bonding through a spontaneous trip.

CARVING A NEW PATH
Though many MIT students would likely earn 
some form of computer science degree and 
find a well-paying job in the tech industry, 
Chris’ Beta bonds led him down a unique 
path. Learning about a young company 
through a fellow Brother, Chris found an early 
position in a clean tech company where he 
has now worked on decreasing fossil fuels for 
three years.

While Chris had full intentions to find a tech 
position in Silicon Valley after college, his 
willingness to take a chance with a young 
company turned him into the entrepreneur he 
is today. 
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Beta Upsilon receiving the 2022 Knox Award at the 183rd General Convention. 
From left: Ken Bryan ’88, Ivan Marshall ’23, William Nolan ’24, Eeshan 

Tripathii ’23, Ashar Farooq ’23, Cody Golden ’17, and Mike Feinstein ’82. 
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Recruitment and House Corporation Board Efforts

(Continued on page 2)

Beta Theta Pi Developed Chris Briere ’19 into a Young Entrepreneur

Beta Brothers alongside Chris Briere ’19 at his wedding.
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BRIERE IN BUSINESS
“You graduate from MIT, you go get a job offer 
that’s very lucrative, and you think, ‘Wow, I’ve 
made it; I’m going to go do this,’ because that’s 
very tempting. The money is nice, the stability 
is nice, right? But I think there’s a lot to be said 
that, if you want to make impact, you actually 
want to change things, you may need to be 
willing to give some of those things up, at least 
for a brief period.”

The uncertain path may not be right for 
everyone, but Chris knows what is possible 
for those with the desire to make a real 
change. “When you’re young and don’t have 
any obligations, go try something crazy,” he 
suggested. “Go do what you actually want to do 
for a couple years; if you figure out that you hate 
it, you can always go apply those skills and find 
someone who will pay you to do menial work. 
But when you’re young is the time to really try 
to change the world.”

PAYING IT FORWARD
Chris wouldn’t have taken such a big chance in 
his career without the influence of Beta Theta 
Pi. To return the favor, he serves on the House 
Corporation Board. “When I was treasurer, the 
alumni board felt like a mystical, all-powerful, 
all-knowing body,” he recalled. 

With a large age gap between students and alumni, 
Chris provided a fresh perspective. “I wanted 
to be on the board so I could help them better 
understand what the kids are thinking about. It’s 
also about ensuring that, as those guys get older, 
retire, and don’t have time for the board anymore, 
we still have a healthy, knowledgeable, and well-
developed alumni board.”

Aside from board participation, Chris 
frequently talks with alumni Brothers and 
heavily values those connections. “We’ve all 
been the best men in each other’s weddings, one 
by one,” he said about his graduating class.

Chris is recently married, and he also keeps a 
close relationship with his siblings. In his spare 
time, he enjoys cooking and is active in his 
church choir. His wife is entering her second 
year as a fourth-grade teacher. You can connect 
with Chris at chris@medleythermal.com. 
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HELPING BETA PROSPER
Thank You for Your Generosity

We are immensely thankful for the support from the following Beta Upsilon Brothers 
and friends. They have contributed their hard-earned money for the Chapter and 

the future of Beta Theta Pi at MIT. With your help, Beta Upsilon can continue to thrive for 
years to come. 

Those who donated in 2022 are listed below. If an error has been made in recording 
your name, we sincerely apologize. If corrections to your giving record are needed, 
please contact the campaign coordinator at (785) 843-1661. Thank you, again, for your 
unwavering support.

“WHEN YOU’RE YOUNG IS THE TIME TO 
REALLY TRY TO CHANGE THE WORLD.”

(Continued from page 1)
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As the days grow colder, the 2022-23 academic year is well underway. The new semester has 
brought a renewed energy to the house, which has been exciting to see!

183RD GENERAL CONVENTION
This summer, four active Brothers (including me) flew to Atlanta for the 183rd General Convention. 
While there, Alumni Treasurer Frank Leibly ’93 received the well-deserved House Corporation 
Excellence Award for his work keeping the house afloat during the pandemic. In addition, Beta 
Upsilon received its second consecutive and second-ever Knox Award!

FALL RECRUITMENT
The fall recruitment cycle gave rise to many new ideas and innovations. Every night, the façades of 
both houses were lit up with new projectors that we bought specifically for recruitment. We also 
tested new events, like a Water War and an Eating Tour of the North End. In the end, we added eight 
new men to our Chapter, and I am excited to welcome them into our Brotherhood.

ANNEX BEAUTIFICATION PROJECT
This summer, with help from our House Corporation, I put together a plan to revamp and revive 
our Chapter’s Annex. The project is meant to give Brothers a greater sense of ownership over the 
space and make it a nicer place to live in general. So far, we have created a new study room in 
the first-floor front room and painted a large Beta Upsilon mural in the dining room. Upcoming 
projects include new furniture for the dining room and foyer, a Brotherhood photo collage, and 
hanging up older composites along the stairs.

SOCIAL EVENTS AND BROTHERHOOD
On October 9, we had our first Brotherhood camping retreat since 2019, an event I eagerly awaited. 
I am glad to say that the house feels more alive now than I have ever seen it. If you walk down to 
the first floor of 119, you will find Brothers playing Super Smash Bros., watching Lord of the Rings 
for a film studies class, or getting up to mischief with Spoons. I am also glad to see the energy and 
enthusiasm of our new pledges, who I think will make great additions to the community. All in all, I 
would say that spirits are high in the Chapter!

Yours in _kai_,
Ivan Marshall ’23
Chapter President

Post-induction photo of the Chapter with our fall 2022 new members!

Brothers enjoying BOGO pizza at Bertucci’s over the summer. Pictured: 
Ivan Marshall ’23, Pedro Colon ’23, Jacob Rodriguez ’23, Justin Schiavo ’23, 

Mohammadou Gningue ’24, and Brandon Worrell ’24.

CHAPTER 
OFFICERS

President
Ivan Marshall ’23
imars23@mit.edu

Internal Vice President
Pedro Colón ’23

External Vice President
Justin Schiavo ’23

Vice President of Finance 
Ashar Farooq ’23

Vice President  
of House Management
Jacob Rodriguez ’23
Luke Woodcock ’23

Vice President of Recruitment
Eeshan Tripathii ’23

eeshan@mit.edu

Vice President of Member 
Education 

William Nolan ’24

Vice President of Programming 
Randy McLaughlin ’24

Vice President of Communications 
Joshua Kuffour ’24

Summer Successes and Fall Plans
BROTHERS EMBRACE THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR WITH HIGH SPIRITS
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ALUMNI NEWS
Jack Sutton ’55 resides in Belgrade, Maine. He remains involved with family interests, 
town committees, and a nonprofit railroad group. Email: jtsutton@roadrunner.com 

Bob Brigham ’56 spends his time writing for a blog, doing creative writing, exercising, 
reading, working on a small model train, and doing math research. His wife, Patti, is 
working toward better gun legislation in Florida. They reside in Orlando.  
Email: brighamrobert@gmail.com 

Rich Carpenter ’64 lives in Middlebury, Vt. Following the Beta class of ’64 trip in 
September, he has plans to settle in Boston if the right condo is available. Email: 
richcarpenter212@cs.com 

Dave Wargo ’76 lives in New York, N.Y. He serves on five corporate boards in media  
and telecom.

Mike Miller ’96 resides in Mountain View, Calif. His youngest son graduated from high 
school, while his daughter is a junior in college. He recently enjoyed a visit from Dr. Kee 
Wee ’89, and he went mountain biking with Kevin Walsh ’95 in Downieville, Calif. 

Welcome,  
New Members
Berkin Binbas ’24

Makar Kuznietsov ’25

Navpreet Singh ’25

Xander Backus ’26

Colin Clark ’26

Sam Huang ’26

Ege Kabaskaloglu ’26

Michael Serrano ’26

BETA’S GIVING 
DAY CHALLENGE
Thank you to our alumni who supported Beta’s 

Giving Day Challenge this year! Beta Upsilon 
came in third place for overall donors and fourth 
place for dollars raised. Our very own Ken 
Bryan ’88 was the top fundraiser for all of Beta!

NUMBER OF DONORS
ARKANSAS
192

MIAMI
147

MIT
107

BETHANY
67

WABASH
66

DOLLARS RAISED
MIAMI
$31,874

BETHANY
$16,189

KANSAS STATE
$12,533

MIT
$11,219

IOWA STATE
$10,800


