
As I write this during the teeth of winter, it’s hard to believe that 
spring is right around the corner. One of my favorite memories of 
my time at the Beta House was that first warm spring day each year. 

We’d break out the shorts and t-shirts and hang out on the front steps of the 
Main House. The warmth would feel so good after the cold winter, and our 
spirits rose knowing that warm weather and the end of the semester were 
upon us. Boston winters can be cold and dark and, at MIT, filled with hard 
work. The onset of spring provided the first break and reminded us that 
summer was coming.

We’ve gone through a similar cycle with the re-establishment of our Beta 
Chapter at MIT. From the days when we made the difficult decision to 
temporarily shutter Beta Upsilon in June 2011 to when we reopened in 
September 2012, we went through the darkest times. As the Chapter re-

established itself, things got a little brighter. We began to build our numbers 
and have averaged 14 new members each of the past two years, at the high 
end of our past recruitment results. Then, when I learned that the Chapter 
had applied to receive its charter back from the General Convention this 
August in Oxford, Ohio, it felt like that first warm spring day all over again.

I couldn’t be prouder of the progress the men have made at Beta Upsilon. 
I am optimistic that the Convention delegates will agree to reinstate Beta 
Upsilon from our current colony status and I am urging alumni to attend 
Convention on August 1-4, 2019, to support the Chapter and, hopefully, 
join in the celebration. You can register for Convention at www.beta.org. 
Even if you don’t attend the full Convention, please consider coming to 
Oxford, Ohio, on August 3 to show your support.
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A “family photo” of Beta Brothers including newly initiated members and their bigs: Michael Castillo ’19, Julian Gomez ’20, 
Tyler Schoulte ’21, Yaseen Alkhafaji ’21, Kyle Markland ’22, Samuel Sesena ’22, and Jon Stenger ’22.
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Donn W. Barber ’42
John C. Kern ’50
Herbert B. Voelcker ’51
Frederick W. Weitz ’51
Louis J. Lee ’52
Robert F. Law ’54
David L. Vogel ’54 
John T. Sutton ’55
Alfred E. Wechsler ’55
Robert C. Brigham ’56
Ward D. Halverson ’56
Robert A. MacDonald Jr. ’56 
Robert L. Malster ’56
Lawrence R. Hoover ’57
Robert E. Kersey ’57
William H. Austin Jr. ’58
Edwin C. Bell ’58
Samuel R. Fryer Jr. ’59
Stephen J. Yeretsky ’59
Allan J. MacLaren ’60

Richard H. Oeler ’60
Gary W. Bickel ’61
Philip J. Robinson ’61
Alexander G. Ross ’61
James S. Draper ’62
Richard L. Horttor ’62
Harold O. Branson ’63 
Kent L. Groninger ’63
Richard M. Harris ’63
Jon E. Burkhardt ’64
Richard A. Carpenter ’64
Michael J. Monsler ’64
William G. Roeseler ’65
Richard E. Nygren ’66 
William T. Stewart ’69
Bruce A. Lautenschlager ’70 
Gary L. Gibian ’71 
Jeffrey C. Murray ’71
William H. Preece Jr. ’71
Wilford D. Gardner ’72 

Daniel J. Nadler ’72
Stevan B. Jovanovich ’73 
Paul J. Shapiro ’74
Stanley J. Shursky ’74 
Simeon Chow, Ph.D. ’77
Lampros M. Fatsis ’77
Jerry L. Cole ’78
Robert D. Knecht ’78
Herman L. Marshall ’78
Thomas A. Hauer ’79
Paul B. Rothman ’80
John C. Kerins ’81 
Michael G. Feinstein ’82
Alan L. Laves ’82
Seth M. Davis ’83
John R. Chisholm ’84 
Richard C. Steines ’84
Michael E. Flanagan ’85
Dimitri N. Kazarinoff ’85
Kenneth J. Shine ’85 

Robert J. Struble ’85
	 In memory of
	 Rob Boye ’88 
Martin J. St. George ’86 
Alexander A. Romeo ’86
Lei H. Tung ’86
Kendall R. Bryan ’88
Michael P. McGovern ’89
James S. Cureton ’90
John E. Sell ’91
Godard K. Abel ’93
Frank J. Leibly III ’93
Albert G. “Jay” Coulson III ’94 
Michael W. Miller ’96 
Chetak Reshamwala ’01
Mehul P. Shah ’02 
Kevin T. Chen ’05 
	 In memory of
	 Eric R. Scarborough ’05 
Ryan P. Luersen ’09

T he generosity of the following Beta Upsilon Brothers has not gone unnoticed, and we thank them for their contributions over the last few years. 
Their support is the reason our Chapter has achieved great progress in the pursuit of becoming an official Chapter once again. Those who donated 
from 2016 until early 2019 are listed below. If an error has been made in recording your name, we sincerely apologize. If corrections to your giving 

record are needed, please contact the campaign coordinator at (785) 843-1661. Thank you, again, for your loyal support.

Beta Upsilon’s Success Is Thanks to You!

Y ou could say Ben Judge ’11 was always destined to become an entrepreneur, but what you 
couldn’t have predicted was how Beta Theta Pi and MIT would influence his ideas. After 
getting connected to Beta Upsilon at CPW as a freshman, Ben discovered shared interests in 

music and sports with the Brothers, which cemented his decision to join. “It was nice to work with 
the group and have the freedom to make the House and the culture our own, independent of what 
was happening at school,” he shared. 

Ben got into biking with a Beta Brother while at MIT, and shortly after into mountain biking and 
taking longer tours. “Tricks I picked up from the bike world went into the design of prototypes of 
off-road wheelchairs as a Mech E UROP and into grad school.” This eventually led to the startup 
of the off-road wheelchair company, GRIT, where Ben is the CTO today. He wears many different 
hats, from product development to talking to stakeholders to engineering and development. “It’s 
nice to still get to turn screws while concurrently working on future product vision,” Ben explained.

GRIT has taken a stale market and given wheelchair users more mobility, more access, and a 
better quality of life. They have received incredible feedback from customers such as, “It’s not 
a chair, it is my long-distance legs,” which makes the grunt work more rewarding for Ben. The 
company’s Freedom Chair has even been announced as the official chair of Para Spartan obstacle 
races for 2019. 

Although his successes are great, Ben remains humble and thankful for his beginnings at MIT and 
Beta Upsilon. “While it was once rallying brothers to do house cleanup, now I’m inspiring a team 
after challenges,” he expressed. “That state of mind has stayed with me to get people with different 
priorities on the same page and motivated to move together.”

Ben’s greatest advice? “Break stuff—by being comfortable breaking and failing in smaller 
experiments and more frequently, your usable takeaways are gained more quickly.” 

You can connect with Ben at benj.judge@gmail.com.

ENTREPRENEUR, INNOVATOR, AND         BROTHER
How Ben Judge ’11 Went from Beta Upsilon to CTO
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T he MIT colony of Beta Theta Pi is 
undergoing a period of growth and 
achievement that we have not seen since 

recolonization. We are forming our identity 
around philanthropy and developing leaders 
for the future. As the current colony president, 
I could not be more excited about the progress 
we have made and the promising potential our 
future holds.

Last semester, Nico Salinas ’22 formed a council 
of Brothers that came up with a new idea for a 
philanthropy event. They decided to make use 
of our machine shop. The idea was to create 
our own holiday ornaments that we could sell 
to MIT students. Brothers Colin Chaney ’21 
and Philip Phan ’20 worked in the shop to craft 
the ornaments, and every Brother was involved 
in selling to our fellow students. In the end, we 
raised $1,534 for the GiveWell organization.

The success of our philanthropy is just one area 
displaying the growth our colony has undergone. 

Another goal we have set for ourselves is to 
develop future leaders. Over the past few years, 
we have made a point to send as many members 
as we can to Beta leadership conferences. In 
January, we sent five freshmen to the Wooden 
Institute for Men of Principle. As always, these 
Brothers came back with new motivation to 
make a difference in their colony.

This continued success in different areas of our 
brotherhood over the past few years has helped 
us set up foundations for years to come. As a 
result of increased Chapter size and participation 
at Beta leadership events, we have been granted 
the opportunity to charter this summer at the 
180th General Convention. I can speak on behalf 
of my Brothers in saying that we are excited to 
get the chance to become an official Chapter of 
Beta Theta Pi.

Yours in _kai_,
Luke Hartnett ’20, Chapter President
(781) 775-5362  |  revhart@mit.edu

SETTING GOALS AND 
BUILDING LEADERS

Continued Progress Sets Beta Upsilon 
Up for Charter Opportunity

Spotlight on 
Brotherhood 

Chairman 
Kai Masterson ’21

Written by Will Fox ’20

O riginally from Anaheim, Calif., 
Kai Masterson ’21 now lives in 
Rhode Island. During his time 

in high school, Kai was heavily involved 
in student activities. He was the Student 
Council treasurer, a member of the robotics 
team, and a two-sport athlete, playing both 
soccer and lacrosse. 

Outside of his classes and school 
involvement, Kai explored the automotive 
and aerospace realms. He loved discovering 
how machines work—tinkering with cars, 
building his own go-kart, and constructing 
and flying RC airplanes. It is this passion 
that Kai is further developing at MIT as a 
mechanical engineer. He is happy being 
around other students here who share 
his interest and tackling challenging 
coursework alongside his peers. 

In addition to his interest in mechanical 
engineering, he is excited to be a member 
of the Formula SAE team, working on the 
Computer-Aided Drafting team designing 
a formula-style race car. He is also looking 
forward to joining MIT Motorsports. Well-
aligned with these activities, his main area 
of interest is the automotive industry. 

With a year under his belt and now serving 
as brotherhood chairman, Kai is looking 
forward to taking advantage of all the 
opportunities for growth presented by 
MIT and Beta Upsilon. The hard work and 
dedication to everything he pursues means 
that he is set up for success here.

1. Beta Brothers selling holiday ornaments for their philanthropy event. 2. Michael Castillo ’19, 
Jonathan Sandlin ’22, Michael Teodros ’21, Alexander Craig ’21, Johan Cervantes ’21, 

Samuel Sesena ’22, Nicholas Salinas ’21, and Brian Hoh ’22 competing in Brotherhood Olympics.
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1. Brothers working together on homework while having a snack. 2. Carlos Trevino ’21, Swochchhanda Shrestha ’21, Kai Masterson ’21, Brad Chavero-Correa ’22, 
Luis Hong Sanchez ’22, Tyler Schoulte ’21, and Brian Hoh ’22 after a hard fought intramural soccer game. 3. Beta Brothers on their retreat to Six Flags.
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Attention: This newsletter is intended for Beta Upsilon Chapter of Beta Theta Pi alumni 
and parents. If your son is still attending MIT, he will receive a copy at the Chapter House. 

If he has graduated, please send us his permanent address to update our records. Thank you.

Charles Beaudette ’52 spends considerable 
time following and trying to understand 
the “cold fusion” research of Professor P. 
Hagelstein, MIT. “He finds a new nuclear 
reaction in metallic crystals via phonons 
to explain the generation of excess heat 
and simultaneous He-4 atoms in CF 
experiments. See YouTube for two of his 
recent lectures.” Email: cgbeau@gwi.net

Bruce Davies ’75 is happy to say that after 
43 years of working, he has moved his 
office back into his home. He is selling his 
office condominium in February and they 
have already moved the office. “Working 
from home makes the commute easy; this 
year my business has picked up!” Email: 
b.davies@bjdavies.com

Website: www.beta-mit.org

Facebook: betamit

Online Giving: http://beta-mit.org/donate

SAVE THE DATE
MIT Reunion Weekend

Alumni Reception
June 7

2:30-4 p.m.
119 Bay State Road, Boston, Mass.

A casual reception will take place at 
the Chapter House for any alumni and 

their families and guests who are 
attending MIT’s Reunion Weekend.

Chapter Officers
President

Luke Hartnett ’20
Revere, Mass. 

(781) 775-5362
revhart@mit.edu

Vice President, Internal
Julian Gomez ’20

Chicago, Ill.

Vice President, External
Swochchhanda Shrestha ’21

Greenacres, Fla.

Vice President, Communications
Brad Chavero-Correa ’22

Red Bank, N.J.

Treasurer
Colin Chaney ’21

Ocoee, Fla.

Brotherhood Chairman
Kai Masterson ’21

Westerly, R.I.

Recruitment Chairmen
Tyler Schoulte ’21
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

(319) 981-2573
schoulte@mit.edu

Kyle Markland ’22
Miller Place, N.Y.

Member Educator
Michael Castillo ’19

Ocala, Fla.

Programming Chairman
Jay Sandlin ’22

Brownsville, Texas

House Manager
Nico Salinas ’22
Pasadena, Calif.

Follow Us Online

Another way to support the Chapter 
is to volunteer your time to the House 
Corporation. We need volunteers who can 
help with facilities, finance, and alumni 
relations. Most of these roles can be filled 
from outside the Boston area, so alumni 
anywhere can participate. All we need is 
a few hours per month, but it makes a big 
difference to those of us already volunteering 
our time. Please email me at mike_feinstein@
yahoo.com if you would like to help, even in 
a small way.

If your travels bring you to Boston, please let 
me know so we can meet at the House and, 
perhaps, enjoy some warmer weather there 
together.

Yours in __kai__,
Mike Feinstein ’82 
Beta Upsilon Association President

Reinstatement 
for Beta Upsilon 
on the Horizon
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