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Aspire to Inspire
Beta Upsilon’s Comeback
Is Stronger Than Their Setback

s I write this, we are fast approaching
Athe Chapter’s formal installation on

April 30, 2022, in Boston. This is
the culmination of a process that began over
a decade ago. We preemptively shut Beta
Upsilon Chapter down in June 2011. As the
Chapter declined in size, relations with alumni
were quite strained and lacked trust, and the
Chapter’s commitment to maintain the property
and the proud history of Beta Upsilon was
dropping quickly. There had been some serious
disciplinary actions taken and years spent trying
to address these issues by alumni, advisors, and
volunteers. We began the restart, in partnership
with the General Fraternity and in combination
with our Centennial Campaign, in the fall of
2012 with the refounding father class of seven
initiated in December 2012.

Over the past nine years, the Chapter has made
significant progress—although it wasn’t always
easy. We had to learn how to hold a successful
recruitment cycle in a very competitive
environment. The active members had to
determine, and demonstrate, the aspects that
make them unique at MIT to differentiate

our Chapter from the various organizations

on campus. We continued our investment

in the facilities by finishing the Main House
renovations in the fall of 2013 (along with

our 100th anniversary celebration) and the
Annex renovations in 2015. Along with your
generosity, the long-term and continued
support of our alumni board and advisors have
been crucial to maintaining the Chapter during
this time.

As we reached the end of the 2010s, our
recruitment numbers started to significantly
improve. We target 15 new members each
academic year in order to have enough
upperclassmen to fill our two buildings. We
came very close to that the last two years

before COVID-19. Recruitment in the midst
of the pandemic was smaller, as it was virtual;
virtually welcoming brothers into our Chapter
proved to be a challenging endeavor as these
great men struggled to connect with potential
new members in ways we have in the past. As
always, however, men of Beta Upsilon portray
patience and grace, and our end result has been
worth the wait. This year, we are thrilled to

be on track to exceed past numbers with the
addition of our spring pledge class and 14 new
initiates in the fall.

These strong membership numbers led to

the Chapter petitioning for, and receiving,

their charter at the Convention in 2019. An
installation celebration was planned for the
spring of 2020. COVID-19 got in our way,
however, leading to the celebration being
postponed to April 30, 2022. What a tribute to
our young men that they persevered through all
these challenges to grow, flourish, and ultimately
succeed! We are back in our historical position
as a leader at MIT, with strong involvement on
campus and a great reputation.

Working with these great young men is
inspiring. So, I'd like to invite you to join me
and the other board members in doing so. Can
you spare a couple of hours per month to work
on communications? Do you have an interest
in spending a few hours per month to mentor a
young house manager? Do you have a few hours
per month to help with finance? Many of these
roles can be fulfilled outside of Boston, and
these are open to all members. If you can give
some of your time, then please let me know.

Yours in _kai_,

Mike Feinstein ’82

President, Beta Upsilon Association
(781) 454-5710
mike_feinstein@yahoo.com

A HELPING HAND
FROM OUR
FRIENDS AT MIT

MIT’s IRDF Funds Door
and Egress Upgrades
for Chapter House

Ithough our facility remains in great
Acondition after our renovation, there

are always things to do to maintain
the house and improve safety. There are also
some architectural idiosyncrasies of our

building that don't line up to today’s safety
standards, particularly involving doors.

With 75% of the project cost covered by MIT,
we are among the first living groups at MIT
undergoing a full audit of all doors and egress
paths with significant upgrades to enhance
safety. Most of the upgrades involve installing
automatic closers for bedroom and closet
doors. There are a couple of cases where we
will reverse the direction that a door opens

to comply with current building codes. These
changes are not strictly required due to the age
of our buildings, but we do want to keep our
students safe without losing the architectural
character of our facilities.

This project is funded by the Independent
Residence Development Fund at MIT. We
have tapped into this fund many times in the
past for construction and renovation loans, as
well as grants, to cover the cost of renovating
educational spaces. If you make gifts to MIT,
then please consider designating your gift to
the IRDF as I do. This ultimately supports the
Chapter House as we continue to leverage this
great support provided by MIT.
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An Experience of a Lifetime
Former Chapter Counselor Emily Cunningham Rises by Lifting up Others

the company of her peers; whether she’s

partaking in meaningful conversation with
a friend or helping a college student navigate
their future, she finds solace in supporting
people around her. Joining Greek life allowed her
to hone her interests, build a career, serve her
community, and ultimately make a difference in
the lives of others—as well as her own.

Emily Cunningham has always enjoyed

“I never anticipated I would join a sorority until
my sophomore year of college,” Emily began,
“but some of my roommates were affiliated, so I
felt encouraged to check it out. I ended up really
enjoying the environment of Phi Sigma Sigma
(Iona College). Looking back, I was afforded
several valuable friendships, countless laughs,
and many trips that I'm grateful to have had”

During her first three years of college, Emily

was on course to becoming a substance abuse
counselor; during her senior year, however,

she found aspiration in working directly with
students in a college setting. Once her mind was
made, she scurried to application websites and
was later accepted into a master’s program at the
University of San Diego, kickstarting the journey
of a lifetime.

While working toward her master’s in higher
education leadership, Emily was also advising the
Interfraternity Council and working alongside
fraternities, leading to her first introduction

to Beta Theta Pi. “I saw firsthand how Beta’s
investment in their members is like no other
organization. Between Beta’s accountability,
financial investment, leadership programs,

data and assessments, and overall support, the
fraternity is unmatched,” Emily enthused.

In addition to the University of San Diego,
Emily has also worked with Carnegie Mellon

University, Northeastern University, and

the University of Pittsburgh on advisory
committees and with Fraternity and Sorority Life
departments. While working with fraternities at
Pittsburgh, Beta approached her and asked if she
would like to get involved in their efforts to start
a new Chapter at the university.

Emily was happy to accept. She worked as a
member development advisor, then quickly
stepped into the role of Chapter counselor. “I
loved it! I really treasured my time with the
Chapter, and I was sad to leave in 2016,” Emily
shared. Fortunately, Beta at MIT found her
shortly after her departure from Pittsburgh.
“Once I was home in Boston, I quickly jumped
at the opportunity to work as Chapter counselor
with the Beta Upsilon Chapter at MIT”

The experiences Emily had with several
universities and their Greek chapters taught

her patience, grace, and understanding from

an entirely new perspective. Emily watched
students learn about their mental health, sense
of belonging, and role within the community;
as gratifying as it is to witness young adults
learn more about themselves and the world,
Emily finds herself most committed to watching
students support one another.

“I'love being involved in something that I truly
believe in, and I wholeheartedly believe in Beta
Theta Pi,” Emily shared. “When fraternity is
done right, it is one of the best things anyone
can ever be a part of; it’s an experience like no
other”

Emily was recognized as Chapter Counselor

of the Year in 2019 for dedicating her time and
her heart to her peers. “I'm normally one who
shies away from self-recognition,” Emily humbly
acknowledged, “but it was validating to know
that was I was doing mattered.”

Undoubtedly, plenty of students would say
Emily’s compassion and dedication made

a difference to their lives, as her ability to

be wholly invested in the well-being of

others is second nature. Amongst her many
achievements, she’s most proud of having the
privilege to care for her grandmother before her
passing. “It was a gift to care for her, to learn
from her, and to honor her;” Emily shared.

After serving several Greek communities and
learning the value of love and loss from her
grandmother, Emily now works in senior living:
“This is never where I thought I would land,
but I wouldn’t have transitioned here without
my experiences with Greek life and prioritizing
family relationships,” Emily said.

When it comes to the future of Beta Theta

Pi, Emily anticipates greatness as the men of
Beta Theta Pi continue exploring the nature of
themselves and their brothers. “These men are
talented and brilliant beyond belief, and I know
there’s innovation brewing in the Chapter, so I'm
looking forward to seeing what comes next!”

To learn more about Emily, you can connect with
her at emcunningham89@gmail.com.

ALONE, WE CAN DO SO LITTLE; TOGETHER, WE CAN DO SO MUCH

Thank You, Loyal Alumni, for Your Generous Contributions

e are eternally grateful for the efforts from the following Beta
WUpsilon brothers and friends, as they have contributed to the
Chapter and the overall future of Beta Theta Pi at MIT. The
success of Beta Upsilon is directly attributed to the generous support
it is receiving. Those who donated in 2021 are listed to the right. If an
error has been made in recording your name, we sincerely apologize.

If corrections to your giving record are needed, please contact the
campaign coordinator at (785) 843-1661. Thank you, again, for your

unwavering support.

Frederick W. Weitz 51
Robert F. Law ’54
David L. Vogel ’54
John T. Sutton ’55
Alfred E. Wechsler ’55
R. Gordon Black ’56
Robert C. Brigham ’56
Ward D. Halverson 56
Harry B. Lee Jr. ’56
Robert L. Malster ’56

Lawrence R. Hoover ’57
Robert E. Kersey ’57
Edwin C. Bell ’58

Samuel R. Fryer Jr.’59
Allan J. MacLaren ’60
Dick Oeler ’60
In memory of
Booker
Gary W. Bickel ’61
Philip J. Robinson '61
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Working Hard, Dreaming Big

Beta Upsilon Knows, Goes, and Shows the Way

and we are hitting the ground running.

This is the first fully in-person spring
semester that we have had since 2019; for
most of our active brothers, including me, this
“normal” spring semester is the first we have
seen. Brothers are thrilled to be back in the full
swing of things as we focus on our growing
brotherhood, our community, and the state of
the Chapter as well as the connections we spark
in our four years at MIT and beyond.

HOSTING A SUCCESSFUL SPRING
RECRUITMENT

Spring semester began with recruitment, where
we introduced guests to our laser cutter, took a

trip to Level 99, and held our annual Super Bowl

gathering. We gave out six bids and welcomed
in a three-person new member class. All three
men are driven and dedicated, and we are
certain they are great additions to our growing
brotherhood. We formally welcomed our spring
initiates on Saturday, April 23, and we are elated
to bond, learn, and grow with them.

PRIORITIZING COMMUNITY
INVOLVEMENT

Being our first spring semester with a hint

of normalcy, Beta Upsilon is reiterating

and restructuring efforts to give back to the
community. Our new community service
chairmen, Colin Tang ’23 and Daniel Wang
’25, have started up weekly initiatives for the
Chapter, such as delivering food and a clothes
drive. In addition to weekly initiatives, we are
hosting a joint community service event with
our brothers at Northeastern University by
participating in the Interfraternity Council’s
second annual BARCC Fundraiser. We also have
brothers signed up to volunteer for the Boston

ebruary kicked off the 2022 spring semester,

Right: Brothers at Tasty Burger in March after
the Level 99 recruitment event featuring one of
our spring initiates, Maximo Machado °23.

Below: The Chapter holding a Halloween
costume contest at the library.

Marathon. We are looking forward to making
our mark in the community once again now
that COVID-19 regulations allow face-to-face
interactions.

LOOKING FORWARD TO INSTALLATION
All of spring’s festivities are rousing excitement
amongst brothers in the Main House and
Annex, but there’s one particular occasion

that we are most eager to witness: our formal
Installation Ceremony on Saturday, April 30.
Almost 10 years ago, our Chapter took a pause,
was revived, then ultimately, brought back to
life with help from the General Fraternity and
the generous support of our alumni during our
Centennial Campaign.

Then, in 2019 at the 180th Convention of Beta
Theta Pi, Beta Upsilon’s prior Chapter president,
Luke Hartnett ’20, petitioned for and won

the reinstatement of our charter. Now, the

time has come to hold our ceremony and be
formally recognized once again as a Chapter

of Beta Theta Pi. On behalf of all active Beta
Upsilon brothers, we hope that you will join us
on April 30 when we celebrate this momentous
achievement! You can find more information
about this significant event by visiting
www.bit.ly/MIT-Beta-Installation.

STRENGTHENING CONNECTIONS

Beta Upsilon has plenty to be excited about,
but we also have a substantial list of work

to do. Coming back from the pandemic has
shown all of us the importance of forging and
strengthening connections with our fellow
brothers, and we intend to prioritize those
connections. Whether we are learning and
conversing with alumni or giving back to the
community, I am proud to have a front row seat
to watch Beta Upsilon’s strength, resilience, and
growth in our initiatives and our brotherhood.

Yours in _kai_,
Ivan Marshall ’23
Chapter President
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Alumni Update

CHAPTER ETERNAL

Henry “Rip” Young Jr. ’57 entered Chapter
Eternal on February 12, 2021, at the age of at
85. After graduating from MIT, Rip received
his juris doctorate from the University

of Akron School of Law, specializing in
patent law. He worked for Goodyear for

63 years, first as a chemical engineer and
later as a patent attorney, before retiring

in 2019. Henry loved sailing. He was a
member of the Portage Lakes Yacht Club
and served as commodore in 1973. He

was a 50-year member of the Akron Sail
and Power Squadron and sailed to many
ports of call over the years. He was an avid
cyclist as well and enjoyed volunteering

for local events in his later years. Henry
enjoyed any type of travel, whether

locally or globally, with his close friends.
His greatest passion was managing the
Young-Martin farm in Missouri, keeping
meticulous records, and planning, with great
gusto, all of the family gatherings there.

ALUMNI NEWS

Al Wechsler ’55 is fully retired. He and his
wife, Nancy, celebrated their 60th wedding
anniversary this year. They live in a large
retirement community in Peabody, Mass.
They are fully vaccinated and are hoping to
embark on some adventures this year. Email:
aewechsler@aol.com

Al MacLaren *60 hopes that there will
be some sort of gathering scheduled in
2022. He lives in San Jose, Calif. Email:
allanmaclaren@aol.com

Phil Robinson ’61 enjoys spending time

with his family and friends, playing golf, and
traveling. He and his wife, Sally, have been
married for 60 years. They live in Lake Oswego,
Ore. Email: pjrssronline@comcast.net

Jim Giffin 64 shares that his wife, Jackie, is
still working. His son, John, and daughter-
in-law, Monica, graduated from MIT. His
son, Doug, and daughter-in-law, Robin,
graduated from UC-Berkeley. Jim and Jackie
have three grandchildren and live in Walnut
Creek, Calif. Email: jackie@jackiegiffin.com

Jack Elder ’66 has been retired since 2014.
Pending the status of the pandemic, he

has been planning to resume singing and
performing with the Boston Cecilia and
Metropolitan Chorale. His singing career
started at the Beta House! Jack also hopes to
resume traveling with his wife. He lives in
Brookline, Mass. Email: elder44@verizon.net
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Welcome to
Beta Upsilon, Brothers!
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A Momentous
Occasion

Stay Tuned for Beta Upsilon’s
Formal Installation Ceremony

On April 30, 2022, Beta Upsilon will
formally be revived after a decadeslong
venture in restarting our Chapter.

The number of obstacles we have jumped
through to get to where we are now reinforces
the pride we feel for our beloved Chapter.
Patience, first and foremost, made all the
difference, and we are finally en route to
reveling in the joy of a reinstated Chapter.

Of course, the Chapter received a boost of
encouragement to persist from our loyal
alumni. Whether they share words of
support, a monetary donation, or time and
energy in a board position, those efforts do
not go unforgotten. We are looking forward
to hosting our long-awaited ceremony after
COVID-19 postponements, and we are
thrilled to share the excitement with you, the
core of Beta Upsilon, on Saturday, April 30.

Visit www.bit.ly/MIT-Beta-Installation
to get in on the fun.
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