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A s I write this, we are readying our 
somewhat delayed 110th anniversary 

weekend on April 19-21, 2024. Hopefully, many 
of you can attend. You have probably received 
emails from some of your contemporaries 
suggesting you come as well as a registration 
link to let us know you are coming.

These opportunities don’t come up often, and 
if you miss them, you’ll also miss the chance 
to reconnect with old friends and to make some 
new ones.

ALUMNI SUPPORT AND PLANNED EVENTS
Putting these events together takes a team, and 
Ken “Pound” Bryan ’88 and Alan “Tex” 
Laves ’82 were instrumental in leading our 
efforts. We also had great help from Ken Shine 
’85, Phil Johnson ’91, Frank Leibly ’93, 
Chris Briere ’19, and Raul Campos ’27. The 
happy hour kicking off the weekend will be 
the first event with alcohol at the house since 
our restart in 2012. We are following Beta’s 
new rules for “wet” alumni events by hiring a 
bartender, limiting the drinks to beer and wine, 
and checking IDs for younger Betas.

Following the happy hour, we have dinners 
planned by era with additional help from 
Herman Marshall ’78, Brian DiVasta ’95, 
Phil LaFond ’98, Mehul Shah ’01, and 
Jaydeep Bardhan ’00. That’s 49 years of Betas 
working together for a great weekend!

Alumni will pursue their own fun in Boston 
during the day on Saturday, reconvening at 
the Cask and Flagon Saturday night. Sunday 
morning will feature a brunch back at the Beta 
House to wrap things up.

EVENT BUDGETING
After our 100th and 105th, we heard alumni 
asking us to make the events less formal and 
less expensive. We have done that with our 
agenda as well as with support from some 

alumni leaders who are directly covering some 
costs. This also allows us to make the event free 
for the undergraduates and their guests. They 
are excited to meet the alumni and learn more 
of our Chapter’s history, so we will regale them 
with stories from days of yore.

If you can’t attend the 110th, I hope you will 
plan to come back to a future event.

Our Chapter is lucky to have our annual Euchre 
Tournament in the fall in New Orleans (contact 

Tex Laves ’82 at alaves@akingump.com) 
and monthly alumni Zoom calls (contact Scott 
Brennan ’80 at scotebrennan@yahoo.com). 
Whenever a “long lost” Brother decides to attend 
one of these, they always say, “I wish I had done 
this sooner.” Don’t let that happen to you!

Looking forward to seeing you!

Yours in _kai_,
Mike Feinstein ’82
mike_feinstein@yahoo.com

Beta 110th party poster 
by Phil Johnson ’91.

JOIN US TO REKINDLE  
BETA CONNECTIONS

PLANNING FOR 
THE 110TH 
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Activity on Campus and Beyond

Always Building  
BETA BONDS

Chapter Officers
President

Evan Hong ’25

Vice President of 
Internal and External Affairs

Navpreet Singh ’25

House Managers
Vishruth Konakanchi ’26

Alex Meier ’26

Vice President of Programming
Raul Campos ’27

Vice Presidents of Communications
Alberto Mora Trinidad ’27

Luis Turino ’26

Vice President of Member Education
Ryan Duarte ’27

Vice Presidents of Recruitment
Colin Clark ’26

Alvaro Tejada ’25

Recruitment Chairmen
Raul Campos ’27
Sam Huang ’26

Alberto Mora Trinidad ’27
Luis Turino ’26

Vice President of Brotherhood
Harry Heiberger ’24

Vice President of Finance
Michael Serrano ’26

Beta Upsilon Chapter had an eventful fall filled 
with various philanthropy and brotherhood 

events. Our brothers are also staying committed as 
ever to their academic goals and involvement with 
various organizations.

TWO MAIN PHILANTHROPY EFFORTS
Our first initiative was a joint effort with Eta Tau 
Chapter (WPI) to clean up Malibu Beach near 
Dorchester, Massachusetts. Former Philanthropy 
Chairman Vishruth Konakanchi ’26 spearheaded 
the event, planning and communicating with 
the city to ensure ample involvement from both 
Chapters and to receive approval for the initiative.

Our second initiative was our annual ornament 
sale on campus to raise money for the Boston 
Area Rape Crisis Center. Again led by Vishruth, 
the event involved the entire Chapter in 
designing, cutting, publicizing, and finally selling 
the ornaments. In total, Brothers raised $135.

ACADEMIC SUCCESS  
AND CHAPTER EVENTS
Beta Upsilon has always prided itself on 
academic excellence. Brothers achieved a GPA 
of 4.75, 0.25 points higher than the IFC’s 4.5.

Beyond the classroom, Brothers enjoyed events 
like the German house mixer, Tri Delta’s 
Casino Night mixer, and a recent Chapter 
retreat where members enjoyed late-night 
board games and hiking, including up the 
mountain to watch the sunrise. Brothers look 
forward to the upcoming Chapter formal and 
our 110th anniversary celebration.

CAMPUS INVOLVEMENT
Our members are staying engaged with various 
organizations on campus, from Alex Meier ’26 
as president of Rocket Team to Colin Clark ’26 
working with the Association of Student Activity, 
the Student Information Processing Board, and 
the Association of Independent Living Groups. 
Other members are involved with the Tech 
Catholic Community, Sloan Business Club, 
Combat Robotics Club, HSSP/Spark, Reformed 
University Fellowship, Cru, ESP, and The Tech.

As the spring continues, we look forward 
to working toward our Chapter goals while 
developing our bonds.

Yours in _kai_,
Evan Hong ’25
President

From left: Cruz Soto ’24, Dhruv Saraff ’24, 
Raul Campos ’27, Sam Huang ’26, William 

Nolan ’24, Evan Hong ’25, and Berkin Binbas ’24 
gather on our retreat in Acadia National Park.

The Beta family tree extends from Franck 
Belemkoabga ’24 down to fall pledges Raul Campos 

’27, Alberto Trinidad ’27, and Ryan Duarte ’27.

Brothers celebrate spring 2024 pledges at Yamatos.

Chapter Goals
Increase our presence on 
campus and with other 
New England Beta Chapters 
through charitable events.

Promote brotherhood 
satisfaction through 
brotherhood events.

Grow the number of 
Brothers, especially those 
who will choose to live in 
the house.



Wherever Phil LaFond ’98 was on campus, he knew there was a 
Beta Brother looking out for him. By joining Beta Upsilon, he not 

only found a place to live at MIT—but Phil also found a path of personal 
development with Brothers sharing fraternal values he still holds dearly today.

GROWING THROUGH BETA
From bonding with pledge Brothers to serving the Chapter, Phil 
felt deeply connected to Beta as an undergraduate. Even after an 
underwhelming term as summer treasurer, Phil’s lesson in failure taught 
him how to bounce back and learn from mistakes.

“One memory that stands out after all these years is the time about 15 of 
us picked up a car that was blocking someone in front of the house,” Phil 
shared. “It has always resonated after all these years that when enough 
people are working together, the impossible becomes possible and the 
tedious jobs become fun.”

LIFE BEYOND MIT
Phil’s path after college started with a job working for another Beta in 
Seattle before returning home to get married. He pivoted to working 
in nuclear power operations, then spent 11 years at a startup focusing 
on combined heat and power systems for homes. Seven years ago, Phil 
began working in program management for his local gas company.

Today, Phil manages a resource planning group and oversees investment 
planning. He credits the pace of MIT for preparing him to tackle daily 
operations, and Phil encourages today’s undergraduates to take advantage 
of all available opportunities.

STAYING LOYAL
Phil is glad to keep close contact with some Beta Brothers from his era, 
and he enjoyed attending his 25th reunion last spring with Ned Patterson 
’98 and both their wives. “I’d encourage all alumni to attend a reunion at 
MIT, even if it’s not one of your milestones.”

Phil currently lives with his wife and four children in Massachusetts, 
homeschooling three of the children. The LaFonds enjoy exercising their 
talents with a local theater arts company, and Phil currently serves as 
president of the parish council for their church.

Almost 30 years after college, Phil is still grateful for the rewarding 
friendships he made through Beta Theta Pi. Phil encourages fellow 
alumni to reconnect with Brothers and organize a Beta gathering. You can 
connect with Phil at phil@lafonds.net.
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What Lifelong Brotherhood 
Means to Phil LaFond ’98

EMBODYING  
BETA VALUES

W e appreciate everyone who has financially supported Beta Upsilon throughout 
2023 and in early 2024. Your contributions are helping us continue to evolve the 

Beta experience at MIT, and we are grateful for your ongoing devotion to Beta Theta Pi.

If you would like to get your name on our list for 2024, check the back page for donation 
instructions. If there is an error in your listing, we sincerely apologize. Please contact our 
communications coordinator at hneth@penningtonco.com to submit any corrections.

PHIL’S ADVICE FOR UNDERGRADUATES?
“Seek out what makes you happy outside of classes and don’t 
be afraid to try new things. That’s what college is for. The 
career advice I wish someone had given me many years ago 
is to recognize when you’re stagnating and move on. Go for 
interviews every year, even if you like your job. It keeps your 
skills sharp, and you never know what might come of it.”

“Being a Beta at MIT gave me a place to belong.”

Phil with his wife and children.

Frederick W. Weitz ’51
David L. Vogel ’54
John T. Sutton ’55
R. Gordon Black ’56
Robert C. Brigham ’56
Harry B. Lee Jr. ’56
Robert L. Malster ’56
	 In memory of
	 Al Wechsler ’55
Guy L. Schmidt ’56
Lawrence R. Hoover ’57
Robert E. Kersey ’57
Dick Oeler ’60
	 In memory of
	 Booker

Allan J. MacLaren ’60
Philip J. Robinson ’61
Dr. James S. Draper ’62
	 In memory of
	 Booker T. Stanfield
Kent L. Groninger ’63
Jon E. Burkhardt ’64
Fred L. Luconi ’64
Michael J. Monsler ’64
Peter B. Dinsdale ’67
William T. Stewart ’69
Bruce A. Lautenschlager ’70
Wilford D. Gardner ’72
Paul R. Hochfeld ’72

Jeffrey C. Murray ’72
	 In memory of
	 Ken Gerber ’71
Stevan B. Jovanovich ’73
Simeon Chow, Ph.D. ’77
Jerry Cole ’78
Thomas A. Hauer ’79
	 In memory of
	 Beth Barrett Hauer
Mike Feinstein ’82
	 In memory of
	 Dave Bedrosian ’81
Seth M. Davis ’83
Mark P. Bouchard ’84
Kenneth J. Shine ’85

Anthony P. DiPesa Jr. ’86
	 In memory of
	 Chris Morgen ’87
James S. Cureton ’89
Michael P. McGovern ’89
	 In memory of
	 Christopher Morgen ’87
Ben Silverman ’89
David DellaGrotte ’90
Ken Chay ’91
	 In memory of
	 Ray Brunsberg ’86
Frank J. Leibly III ’93
Chet Reshamwala ’01
Christian F. Briere ’19

Thank You, 
2023 Donors
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FOLLOW US ONLINE BetaMITbeta-mit.org

Supporting Beta 
Upsilon is easier than 

ever! Simply scan the  
QR code to visit  
betamit.causevox.com, 
where you can show your 
support for the future of 
our brotherhood.

Your contributions help us 
ensure Beta Brothers can 
continue to thrive at MIT.

Give Online Today

WELCOME,  
NEW MEMBERS

Why They Joined

Michael Georgievsky | Kavadarchi, North Macedonia
David Kwabi-Addo | Woodbridge, Va.

Max Misterka | Harrisonburg, Va.

Submit a Recruitment Referral

SCAN 
HERE

Undergraduates light up the 
Main House with a Beta dragon.

Do you know a young 
man attending MIT 

who would make a great 
Beta Brother? Submit a 
referral to Vice President of 
Recruitment Colin Clark ’26 
at colclark@mit.edu. Please 
include the student’s full 
name, contact information, 
fraternity aspirations, and 
any legacy connections or 
prior experiences with Beta.

Help Us  
GROW  

Beta Upsilon

“The core values of the fraternity align 
with my own personal values. I’ve seen how 
members on campus conduct themselves, 
and I really admire their character and 
intellect. I want to be a part of a community 
that is always dedicated to upholding the 
principles of leadership and service.” 

–David Kwabi-Addo ’25

“I joined Beta 
for the genuinely 
supportive 
and respectful 
environment.” 

–Michael 
Georgievsky ’27


